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ORIGINAL LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL 

(From Part 1, March 1946) 


Hon. Elbert D. Thomas, 

Chairman, Senate Military Affairs Committee, 

Washington, D. C. 

xt Dear Chairman: I have the privilege of transmitting herewith 
the first part of the Nazi Party membership records listing Nazi Party 
members outside ol Germany, which were made a part of your subconi - 
muttee s record on the elimination of German resources for war by 
Cem John IT. Hilldring, Director of the Civil Affairs Division 
oi the War Department, at the hearing on March 6, 1946. 

, , T h e material which I am transmitting herewith is but a fraction of 
the total list which has been made a part of the record, and which will 
bo transmitted to you as it is transcribed from the microfilm form in 
which it was brought from Germany. The microfilm rolls contain 
actual photographs made by the War Department of the Nazi Party 
card files which were discovered by our Army in the United States 
zone ol Germany. 

I am appending below an excerpt from the subcommittee hearing 
ol March 6 m which General Hilldring discussed these records: 


General Hilldring: There is one other matter which you have asked me to 
take up today. As you know, the Army discovered in the United States zone in 
Germany the membership records of the Nazi Party, and has taken them to 
Herlm for use by the four occupying powers in the administration of military 
government. Since the 20 tons of records were in a chaotic state when they 
were discovered, the job of putting them in order has taken a little time. As 
these records are reorganized, Army personnel is microfilming membership cards 
and related documents covering party memberships outside of Germany and 
Austria for transmittal to this country. The microfilms are being forwarded to 
the War Department as they are made and will continue to arrive until sometime 
m May, when we expect to have the last one filed. 

^ request. Senator, the War Department has already furnished the sub- 
committee with the first two rolls of films. Today, I am delivering rolls 3 4 
a ? ‘ x F e 9} ies t °f the subcommittee, we are transmitting that portion 

of the material m these first five rolls which relates to the United States and 
Argentina. This work will be completed and forwarded to the committee in a 
Englislf I * * * S " ^ takes a little time to transcribe this German script into legible 


I wish to emphasize, however, that the original records were made by Germans 

and not by the Army; in other words, these are German records and not United 
States Army records, and that the War Department cannot vouch for their 
aceuracy. We just report to you where we got them and what they ard. 

lhe Chairman. In other words, it is the home lodge reports; they had so 
many members m a certain place? 

General Hilldring. That's right. The home lodge says they are the mem- 
bers, and that is what these records are, sir. Also, since the job of going through 
the entire file in Berlin has not yet been completed, the microfilms received here 
tnus far may not cover any country completely. 

Finally, we have found it very difficult to read the microfilms with the German 
script, in which many of the entries of the party membership cards are made, and 
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cannot be sure that our transcription of this material is accurate in all cases. We 
are doing our level best to make it accurate. 

The Chairman. General, it is my belief that the people of the United States 
should be advised as to what Germany’s records show. I believe it is educational 
for the American public and is a warning of what might take place in the future. 
For that reason, I am going to order that all these transcribed records be put in 
the subcommittee record as part of your testimony if you will permit. 

General Hilldring. I have no objection, sir. 

The Chairman. It is so ordered. 


Sincerely yours, 


Harley M. Kilgore, 

Subcommittee Chairman . 


Hon. Harley 


War Department, 

Civil Affairs Division, 

_ _ Washington 25, D. <?., May 21, 19A6. 

M. Kilgore, 

United States Senate. 


Dear Senator Kilgore: In accordance with your request, there 
follows a brief summary of information concerning Nazi Party mem- 
bership records furnished by Maj. William D. Browne in a special 
interview, May 3, 1946. I would appreciate it being understood that 
this miormation is based upon the personal experience and evaluation 
of Major Browne, and is not an official War Department release In 
this connection, I am enclosing a copy of a cable which has been 
dispatched to the theater for the specific purpose of correlating Maior 
Brownes views with the official views of the theater. You will be 
advised of the theater reply. 1 


It now is estimated that U. S. Army Military Government holds the full record 

“mTTr + P ^°k W !l° Jom * d th m 1 Naz , i Part y and of everyone who was refused or 
blacklisted by the party Ihe document Center in Berlin has investigation 
reports, Fragebogen, and applications of members and pretensional members 
the correspondence files of Reichsschatzmeister Schwarz, secret minutes of meeG 
mgs between Hmdenburg Hitler, Neurath, Ribbentrop, and others at the time 
Hitler came into power, the financial records of NSDAP, correspondence files of 
ittei von Epp (Reichsstatthalter), and files classified “Geheime Reichssache” 
( top secret ) showing minutes of meetings and subjects discussed by the French 
Armistice Commission, m Wiesbaden at the time of the French surrender in 1940 
1 hese cards, files, correspondence and related documents cover NSDAP activities 
all over the world. 


these records fell into the hands of the United States Army through' the desire 
of a German paper-mill operator to gain favor with the Americans. From that 
pomt, the story is principally one of intelligent investigation on the part of Ameri- 
ca,n Military Government personnel of Detachment E-205, located in Munich 
September 1945 curiosity was aroused by the finding of four gunny sacks 
filled with cards m the building where his detachment was housed in Munich, 
these sacks evidently had been examined cursorily by an American unit, but 
abandoned as uninteresting or unimportant. This was understandable because 
there were no marks whatsoever on the cards to indicate that they were Nazi 
I arty records. It was decided to trace the origin of the cards 

Ihe cards had been brought to the building in Munich in United States Army 
;u U x k :Y from a n , eart) y paper mill whose owner had advised the United States Army 
hat these cards were in his plant. A few Germans who had worked with the 
hies and knew their value were then located. These workers who believed that the 
records long since had been destroyed (that’s why they were in the paper mill— 
to be made into pul])), identified the records. A thorough check of huge piles of 
paper at the mill disclosed cards, records, and papers buried under tons of waste 
and debris. 1 wo photographs are enclosed showing the chaotic condition in which 
these records were found. 


Immediate steps were taken to sift through this mass of waste to collect and 
preserve the NSDAP cards, records, and papers. Security measures were taken to 
prevent further possible loss of these related documents. A search of other paper 
mills in the area disclosed the remainder of the records. 

During the period of September 19, 1945, to January 21, 1946, the Special 
t Mon * Ju , ar ^ Government Detachment E-205 located approximately 55 tons 
n P .documents. Under direction of Lt. Col. J. W. Hensel, Glendale, 

uaiu., the detachment commander, these records were transferred to the 6889 
l erlin Docum ents Center. Now these records are being sorted and cataloged 


1 See page 161. 
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under the direction of Lt. Col. Hans W. Helm and extraordinary progress is 
being made. Carefully screened Germans, under close supervision of Americans,, 
are handling the sorting job. 

When finally cataloged and sorted, these files will prove of extreme value m 
carrying out one of the key aims of the Potsdam Declaration destruction of the 
National Socialist Party and its affiliated and supervised organizations. 

I am enclosing Weekly Information Bulletin No. 37, published by 
United States Military Government in Germany. It carries an excel- 
lent article on the Nazi Party which greatly discredits the “I was 
forced to join” chorus. I thought you might be interested in it. 

Sincerely, 

O. P. Echols, 

Major General , United States Army, 

Director, Civil Affairs Division. 


From Military Government Weekly Information Bulletin No. 37, April 15, 1946] 

. Abe There “Good” Nazis? 

It was hard to enter and harder to remain in the Nazi Party. 

Analysis of membership regulations discredit the “I was forced to join” chorus. 
Volitional principle stressed by all NSDAP leaders and directives. 

Can you tell a Nazi sheep from a Nazi goat? Is it true that many a well- 
meaning German was forced into the NSDAP membership? Was many another 
duped, led in while innocent of the party’s purposes and history? Can we make 
any safe distinction between one date of party membership and another to deter- 
mine the dividing line between “good” Nazis and “bad” Nazis? 

In the light of a recently completed analysis of NSDAP membership history and 
policy, Military Government personnel would do well to scan with an extremely 
skeptical eye the political records of all NSDAP members and member-aspirants. 
This analysis, gleaned from exhaustive study of party records and from personal 
interviews with the leading executives of the Reichsschatzmeigterei (NSDAP 
treasury, the office in charge of membership affairs), furnishes little 1 support for 
the deprecations of the “I was forced” or “I didn’t know” variety of membership 
disclaimer. It indicates that there are few if any loopholes of intent, ignorance,, 
or timing through which a member or applicant for membership should be able to 
escape the consequences of his ideological preference- 

HISTORY OF PARTY MEMBERSHIP 

There are five significant dates in the membership history of the NSDAP: 

February 27, 1925: Founding of the “new” NSDAP; 

Mav 1, 1933: Beginning of closed period for membership (Mitgliedersperre); 

May 1, 1937: Loosening of closed period (Lockerung der Mitgliedersperre); 

May 1, 1939: End of closed period; 

February 2, 1942: Beginning of closed period. 

The original Nazi Party was dissolved after Hitler’s arrest on November 9, 
1923, and re-created on February 27, 1925. Membership in the old NSDAP could' 
not be carried over into the new, and former members who joined the new group 
could not retain their old numbers (Hitler, who was member No. 7 in the original 
group, became member No. I in 1925). 

On July 15, 1932, after a closed period, the party membership gates were swung 
open and accepted practically anybody who wished to join. This membership 
drive lasted for less than a year (May 1, 1933). _ , 

The party was not open 6 years later, for general membership again until 1939; 
although a temporary exception was made in the early months of 1935 for pre- 
1934 applicants from Gau Bayrische Ostermark, in memory of Nazi Hans 
Schemm. Always excepted from the closed periods were members of the HJ who 
were 18 years old, members of the NSBO, and applicants with active service in 
the SA or SS. The exceptions were reduced on January 2, 1936 to members of 
HJ or BDM and members of the Stahlhelm. 
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EXCEPTIONS TO THE RULE 

Individual departures'from the Mitgliedersperre could be made only by Hitler 
himself or by Hess. The only large-scale exception was authorized May 1, 1937 
when the gates were opened a crack to let in Nazis who had proved themselves 
active and devoted in the interim. This action was known as the “Lockerung der 
Mitgliedersperre,” or loosening of the closed, and was anticipated in 1935 by 
publication of a list of the following groups, who would be eligible to apply as 
soon as the Lockerung took place. 

(a) German citizens who had since November 1, 1936 been active in office as 
Zellenleiter, Blockleiter, Blockhelfer or treasurer in Ortsgruppen and Stuetz- 
punkten for the NSDAP. 

( b ) German citizens who had been members since October 1, 1934, without 
interruption, of the SA, SS or NSKK (exception to 1934 qualification: transfers 
into these formations from HJ or Stahlhelm). 

(c) Members of the HJ or BDM from May 1, 1933 who had held the minimum 
rank equivalent of second lieutenant. 

( d ) Women who had been members of the NS Frauenschaft prior to October 
1, 1934. 

(e) Pre-November 1934 leaders of NSDOP (party-controlled league of uni- 
versity readers and teachers or NSDSTB (Party affiliate composed of university 
students) . 

(/) Pre-November 1934 officers of affiliated organizations. 

(g) Stammpersonal of the ItAD (National Labor Service) who had been RAD 
members since October 1, 1934 unless transferred into RAD from SA, SS, NSKK, 
or HJ. 

(h) Army veterans with 6 years of service who had been honorably discharged 
after April 30, 1933. 

(i) German citizens needed by an office of the NSDAP for special services 
within the party or whose membership was of special political value, as well as 
certain Opferring members of proved reliability (as suggested only by the 
Gauleiters) . 

The order specified that the purpose of its limitations was to confine acceptance 
of new membership to cases of proved merit. Applicants whose qualifications 
did not fully correspond to the exact conditions, yet who could prove their political 
reliability and zeal, were also given a chance to come into the fold. 

A PARTY WAITING LIST 

To make sure that only the choice Nazis could join during the Lockerung, 
Hess introduced the institution of Parteianwaerter, whereby the aspirant paid 
dues, wore the party badge and went through the motions of membership for 
sometimes as long as a year under NSDAP scrutiny before his acceptance or 
rejection became final. During the years of the Mitgliedersperre many would-be 
members banded together in groups called Opferringe to devote themselves to 
proving their loyalty to nazism. Their chief contribution to the party seems to 
have been cash, and their members were never recognized in the sense the 
Anwaerter were, probational members of the party. In 1938 an Opferring was 
established in Sudetenland and in 1940 one in Alsace. In some districts Nazi 
enthusiasts who were prevented from joining the party because of former political 
or lodge memberships or for other reasons, formed groups called NS-Opfergemein- 
schafteri to prove their readiness to cooperate with the Hitler regime. These 
groups, however, never received official recognition from the party. 

It was emphasized by the party treasury officials that Lockerung was never 
intended or employed as a free-for-all suspension of the closed period, but was 
rather, both as proposed and as carried out, a plan for admitting people who had 
been active in the Nazi movement since memberships were closed in 1933. _ They 
maintain that even though the number^of people who joined the party during the 
Lockerung exceeded the number who joined in 1939 when the gates were reopened, 
these people represented a very careful selection; since in every single case of 
admission during the Lockerung, political activity had to be proved. 

The Mitgliedersperre was suspended as of May 1, 1939. Further temporary 
closures were called from time to time for administrative purposes, but the next 
indefinite closed period did not occur until February 2, 1942. Exceptions to 
these closings were members of the HJ and BMD, honorably discharged members 
of the Wehrmacht who had distinguished themselves in service, resettlers (espe- 
cially from Southern Tyrol and the Sudetenland), and (after July 20, 1944) sol- 
diers still in service who had proved themselves good National Socialists. Other 
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exceptions had to be approved individually by the party chancellery (Martin- 
Borrnann). 

On July 14, 1942, Hitler decreed that nobody over. 35 should henceforth be- 
accepted for membership. This decree was not intended to be published until 
after the end of the war, although it was strictly followed, until the end of 1943. 
The German public in general had no knowledge of the decree; many applicants 
who were refused at that time for being overage claim today that they were 
rejected for political reasons. 

MEMBERSHIP SELECT AND VOLUNTARY 

The primary fact is established that the NSDAP was not at any time intended 
to encompass the entire German population. Hitler’s own conception of the- 
ideal proportion was a mere 10 percent of the total population. It was a qualita- 
tive not a quantitative, group, designed to become a nucleus of the most reliable 
and trustworthy German elements (in the Nazi sense), who would blindly support 
the Hitler government at any time and under any circumstances. 

That this aim necessarily connoted voluntary membership is made officially 
clear in the Organisationsbuch der NSDAP: 

“According to a statement of the Fuehrer only the best National Socialists 
shall be admitted into the NSDAP * * * The call for a German into the 

party denotes to him a special honor and distinction, because herewith he becomes 
enrolled into the following of the Fuehrer. The principle of voluntary entrance 
into the party must never be abandoned or tampered with in any way. This 
principle of voluntary entrance, which is one of the most valuable and essential 
features of the movement, must rather be firmly upheld. As natural as it is that 
the party authorities should wish to enroll as many as possible of those fellow 
Germans who appear useful to them, force or pressure to make them join the 
party must never be employed in any form, not even in the threat of a disad- 
vantage for those fellow Germans who do not wish to be admitted into the party.” 

The principle of volition was stressed repeatedly in succeeding orders and 
decrees issued by the Reichsleitung. 

RIGID ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS 

A further corollary to the aim that NSDAP membership must be select and 
freely willed is the fact that at no time did automatic or corporative memberships 
exist. Every membership had to be individually applied for and the application 
personally signed by the candidate. 

Prerequisites for application, as stated in the NSDAP directions for the guidance 
of the national treasurer, specified that a member-aspirant must be 21 years of 
age and a citizen of the Reich, and male applicants under 25 must show proof of 
having honorably completed their military service. Membership was automati- 
cally denied when the applicant — 

(a) Had a marriage partner of “Jewish or colored racial mixture. 

(b) Had children surviving from such a marriage, even though the marriage 
had been dissolved by death or divorce. 

(c) Was a member of the Freemasons, Oddfellows, Druids, or any similar 
fraternal or secret society. 

(d) Had been convicted of defamatory actions; exceptions were made in cases 
of “special merit.” 

(e) Had been dishonorably discharged from the armed forces. 

(/) Suffered from hereditary illness as defined by the law of July 14, 1933. 

(g) Had voluntarily resigned from the party (unless his application for read- 
mission had the personal approval of the Gauleiter). 

( h ) Was a professor, instructor, or student of theology or a member of certain 
religious sects. 

Even more stringent requirements were decreed by law 2/42 which put upon 
subdistrict and local officials (Kreisleitet and Ortsgruppenleiter) the responsi- 
bility of deciding whether the individual applicant was by conviction a true 
National Socialist. Clergymen were eliminated by this law, which stressed the 
necessity of an “impartial” viewpoint toward the church on the part of NSDAP 
members. It also demanded mental and physical fitness and racial purity. 

APPLICANTS WERE INVESTIGATED 

Although it was the duty of the Kreisleiter and especially the Ortsgruppenleiter 
to investigate the qualifications of applicants, it appears that in 1933 such inves- 
tigations were often of a rather superficial nature, and were likely to be more con- 
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cerned with the candidate’s party donations and subscriptions to party papers 
than with the history of his politics. This was not the case after 1936 when the 
applicant had to submit, in addition to the previously required application and 
photograph, detailed Fragebogen on his personal and political background. An 
organization was set up for thorough investigation and evaluation by the Orts- 
gruppenleiter of these Fragebogen; and special arrangements were made for the 
investigation of Wehrmacht and RAD (Reichsarbeitsdienst or Compulsory 
National Labor Service) personnel within their own organizations, since they were 
out of reach of the party officials. 

In order to avoid a break in discipline during the war, it was forbidden to inter- 
rogate subordinate police officers and men about their superiors’ politics. How- 
ever, a public official, who was also Amtstraeger of the party, could speak freely if 
asked by a party office about the political conditions of another official, so long as 
such breach did not jeopardize the interests of the State. 

POLITICAL EXAMINATION 

The treasury insisted on more and more thorough investigations and set up 
special forms known as “Politiscbe Beurteilung” for determining the exact political 
backgrounds of applicants. Hitler repeatedly forbade that these evaluations be 
made superficially or that references be obliging with letters of recommendation. 
The Beurteilung, which could be made out only by party officials from the rank of 
Kreisleiter up, on the basis of information obtained from the respective competent 
party officials, were in turn subject to careful examination and checking. 

The Beurteilung could also be requested in certain cases other than those in- 
volving applications for a party membership. The strictest measures had to be 
applied if political evaluations of persons of Jewish descent were requested. Only 
in very exceptional cases were these persons allowed to join the Wehrmacht, and 
each of these cases was examined by the Fuehrer personally. 

Before a candidate could be accepted for party membership, the most detailed 
kind of political evaluation was required, including investigation at the applicant’s 
past places of residence. Upon application the candidate had to be “suggested” 
by the Ortsgruppenleiter to the Kreisleiter, who in turn “suggested” his name to 
the Gauleiter, who transmitted the suggestion to the Reichsleitung. The corre- 
spondence of the Reichsleitung proves that this highest party office was adhering 
strictly to the various laws regulating membership. 

The Berlin Document Center has evidence indicating that roughly one-third 
of those who applied for membership were not accepted. Any application could 
be turned down by the Kreisleiter without given reasons. A vast majority of 
letters which came down from the Reichsleitung dealt with refusal of membership 
applications, on grounds which ranged from one applicant’s lack of sufficient party 
enthusiasm to another’s marriage to a Polish woman. 

SPECIAL CASE — THE YOUTH GROUPS 

There were numerous modifications in the admission requirements for members 
of the HJ (Hitlerjugend or Hitler Aouth) and BDM (Bund Deutscher Macdel, 
female counterpart of HJ). Membership ranks of the party were at no time 
closed to them, and the eligible age for admission was lowered to 18 years (after 
completion of 4 years’ active service in the respective youth group). There were 
no admission fees and no Fragebogen required of candidates from the II J and 
the BDM; but applications did have to be submitted, and a special point was 
made of the fact that such application had to be voluntary. The “pressure” 
here of course was moral; the entire education of these young people had been 
with party membership as the shining goal. Since only 30 percent of the II J 
and 5 percent of the BDM graduates in a given year could be admitted, it was 
considered a great distinction to be accepted as a candidate, and it very likely 
never occurred to a young person to refuse the honor. 

The relationship of members of the Wehrmacht to the party also contains 
exceptions to the usual membership pattern. The old principle of the German 
Army excludes every soldier from political activities of any kind, and this principle 
was adhered to with minor exceptions up to 1943. A preinduction member of the 
party was allowed to retain inactive membership while in the armed forces and 
to apply for active status upon receiving his honorable discharge. 

SPECIAL CASE THE ARMY 

The infiltration of political influences into the Wehrmacht began with a few 
relatively unimportant departures from the “no politics” line, such as the decree 
of 1936, under which applications for party membership were accepted from 
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Wehrmacht officers and certain soldiers who had to undergo a training period of 
not longer than 8 weeks. The decree of 1941 permitted members of the Wehr- 
macht to make voluntary contributions to the NS DAP; and in 1942 applications 
were accepted from certain former members of the II J while still in active service 
In November 1943 the Chief of the OKW (Oberkommando der Wehrmacht, or 
supreme command of the armed forces) announced that in individual cases officers 
from the rank of battalion commander would be permitted to be active on their 
own time in the NSDAP, its formations and affiliates. During the last months 
of 1943 and the early part of 1944 the party was given paramount influence 
within the Wehrmacht. On January 7, 1944, Hitler ordered that a Fuelirungs- 
stab (political administration) be created in the OKW and political commissars 
(NS. Fuehrungs-Offiziere) be appointed. The old principle of the unpolitical 
soldier went by the boards and former party activists were pressed to continue 
their political activities within the army. 

The chief of the NS-Fuehrungsstab of the OKW was charged with providing 
political activity for the troops, unifying the political indoctrination of the high 
commands and leading Wehrmacht officers, acting as adviser on replacements of 
important officers, and setting up political requirements for officers assigned to 
training and educational duties. 

To give further assurance of cooperation between the party and NS Fuehrungs- 
stab-OKW, Keitel created an Arbeirsstab (working staff) made up of the chiefs 
of the offices of propaganda, press, racial purity, government organization, labor, 
and the trustees for the supervision of the spiritual-political education of the 
NSDAP. On a lower level, the unit commander was made responsible for political 
leadership in the individual unit, his political advisor being the NS Fuehrungs- 
offizier, whose functions corresponded to those of G-3 (commander’s tactical 
advisor). To the position of Fuehrungsoffizier, which did not exist below division 
level, were appointed former Politische Leiter or active officers with the required 
political background. 

The final dissolution of the old barriers between politics and Army came in 
July 1944, when the gates of the party were opened to soldiers. 

FORMATIONS AND AFFILIATES 

For a complete understanding of the significance of party membership it is also 
necessary to trace the labyrinthine ways of the so-called formations (Gliederungen) 
in their relationship to the NSDAP: 

(а) The SA lost its elite position in 1934 when its membership requirements 
became less rigorous. Thereafter a member of the SA was considered as a Nazi 
inferior to a regular member of the NSDAP. After 1937 the party tried to exert 
some pressure on SA men to make them join the party. SA rank determined 
position in the party, insofar as NSDAP officers selected from SA had to be, 
with a few individual exceptions, members of the SA reserve (aged 35 and up), 
who served only 1 week each month in the SA and devoted the rest of their energy 
to political activity. Active SA members who attended party offices remained 
in the regular SA. 

(б) The SS and HJ were bound by the same regulations as the SA. The SS 
had always held an elite position, but in 1937 the party put pressure on the SS 
members to have them become regular members of the NSDAP. 

. ^ ie NSKK (NS-Kraftfahr Korps or motor corps), originally the motorized 
division of the SA, became a separate formation. Within the party it was treated 
exactly like the SA, although it came to be considered a more elite and politically 
acceptable group. 

(d) The NS Frauenschaft (women’s organization) held a position corresponding 
to the SA. After 1937 the party wanted every member of the Frauenschaft to 
join the NSDAP. 

(e) NS— Studentenbuud and Dozentenbund had a sort of rivalry within the 
party. NSDAP officials used to call the Dozentenbund “a party formation by 
mistake because it finally succeeded in achieving formation status in order not 
to be inferior to the Studentenbund. 

(/) The Stahlhelm was transferred into the SA in 1934, but any individual 
member could refuse to be so transferred, and likewise any member of the SA 
could leave that group without fear of consequences. In 1936 a special exception 
was made from the Mitgliedersperre to let Stahlhelm members join the party, 
but these applicants were very, carefully and individually evaluated. 

((f) Affiliated organizations included many trade and professional groups and 
membership in any one of these was by no means equal or even similar to party 
membership. 1 17 
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EXPULSION FROM THE PARTY 

A if' h ? u , ght given to the reasons for which a member could be 

expelled from the NfeDAP, lest.it be assumed that anyone who was dismissed 
automatically became a non-Nazi, or that antinazi-ism was the common reason for 
expulsion. A statute of January 1, 1934, decreed that members will be separated — 

(а) Wfio commit dishonorable deeds or who committed deeds which became 
known after admittance. 

(б) Who act against the objectives of the NSDAP. 

(c) Who through antimorai conduct in the party and in the community give 

offense and thereby harm the party. & 

(d) Who within the Ortsgruppe, the Kreis or the Gau have repeatedly given 

cause for quarrels and disputes. J b 

(e) Who in spite of summons are 3 months behind in their dues without an 
excuse. 

(/) Due to lack of interest. 

I he Reichsleitung kept an individual file for every party member. If anything 
of a derogatory nature was reported to the Reichsleitung by any of the party 
officers, the SD or the Gestapo, a warning card was attached to the file. When 
the hie of an applicant showed a warning card, the case was handed over to the 
Schiedsamt which then decided finally about the acceptance of the applicant. 

“1 WAS FORCED TO JOIN THE PARTY” 

The doctrine of voluntary membership seems to have been seriously followed 
throughout the history of the party until the outbreak of the war in 1939 Excen- 
tl f 0 ^ . occur F e ^ in tl } e lower levels to the extent that petty officials 

of the NbDAP minor civil service executives and other more or less influential 
people did exert some pressure on their subordinates to join up, by way of proving 
their own political zeal. J here is no evidence, however, that such pressure eve? 
took a punitive form; rather, it was on a reward basis, with intimations of raises 
of promotions being made to prospective members. 

In judging whether the determining factor in an'individual’s NSDAP member- 
ship was actually coercion or only opportunism, the investigator should also bear 
m .mind that, even though a candidate had been persuaded to apply for member- 
ship, he still had to pass muster on his political reliability through a series of 
party officials who could not be expected to feel the same tender concern for his 
making the grade as the particular petty official who had recommended the move. 
In other words, regardless, of the original motivating factor, it was still up to the 

_ to show initiative and political enthusiasm in order to demonstrate his 
eligibility for membership. 

OPPORTUNISTIC APPLICANTS 

There is no question but that it was advantageous for a civil servant or teacher 
to join the party. Important civil service positions in Prussia were to be filled 
by prime Nazis only; and promotions Avere as a general rule more easily available 
h or /, ai / members. Yet as soon as the first run in 1933 was over, an applicant 
had to furnish proof of his Nazi background and convictions, and subject himself 
to thorough investigation in order to join the party. It was only in '1939 that a 
statute was passed requiring membership in the party or one of its formations for 
applicants for a State appointment. Civil servants who were employed before 
this order was passed, however, were never officially required to become party 
members On the contrary, the Reichsschatzmeister appears to have been dis- 
mayed when 111 1937 an overwhelming number of the applications for membership 
came from civil servants and teachers. 1 

Another group anxious to jump on the band wagon following Hitler’s rise to 
power in 1933 was made up of public officials. This rush was largely motivated 
by opportunism on the part of the officials, who hoped to get promotions if they 
belonged to the party— and it seems in many instances that their hopes were 
fulfilled. In order to restore the professional balance within the party, jeopardized 
“ ie 9 ns . ght of eager officialdom, the Reichsschatzmeister repeatedly stressed 
the basic principle that membership had to be voluntary. 

Anordnung 20/37 (Rudolph Hess) specifically stated that no employee in private 
entei prise who was expelled from the party was to be dismissed from his position 
If expulsion, the heaviest punishment the party could inflict upon an individual' 
was not sufficient grounds for firing a man from his job, it is unlikely that he would’ 
under the general rule, have been dismissed for refusing to join the party The 
fact that a number of leading industrialists and businessmen successfully with- 
stood the pressure to join the party is further evidence that individuals of 
character and conviction could not be forced to join. 
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War Department, 

Civil Affairs Division, 
Washington 25, D. C., July 10, 1946. 

Hon. Harley M. Kilgore, 

United States Senate. 

Dear Senator Kilgore: In accordance with previous arrange- 
ments with Dr. Herbert Schimmel of your office, enclosed are copies 
of Nazi Party membership list for the following countries: 


United States 

Bolivia 

Brazil 

Chile 

Colombia 

Costa Rica 

Cuba 

Dominican Republic 


Ecuador ' 

El Salvador 

Guatemala 

Haiti 

Honduras 

Jamaica 

Mexico 

Nicaragua 


Panama 

Paraguay 

Peru 

Puerto Rico 

Samoa 

Surinam 

Uruguay 

Venezuela 


These lists have been prepared in Germany from the original party 
records. In order to correct the errors which appeared in the previous 
list due to faulty microfilming, the United States list has been com- 
pletely rcchecked and is included in this transmittal. 

The preparation of these lists at the Berlin Documents Center is 
continuing and additional material will be forwarded to you as 
received. 

Sincerely yours, 

O. P. Echols, 

Major General, United States Army, 

Chief, Civil Affairs Division. 

38 Ends. 

Nazi Party membership list of above countries. 
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Sample Nazi Party File Card 

[German Text-] 


Mitglieds Nr 


V or-und-Zuname 


Geboren 

Beruf 

Eineetreten 

...... Ort .- 

Wohnmg 

Ortsgr 


Ausgetreten 

Wiedereiugotr 



Wohnung 

Ortsgr 



» 

Wohnung 

Ortsgr 

Gau 




Sample Nazi Party File Card 
[T ranslation] 

Membership No. First and last name. 

Birth date Birthplace 

Residence... 

Occupation Single, Married, Widowed 

Entered 

Left 

Reentered 

Country Area 

Residence 

Country.. Area 

Residence 

Country Area 
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1 These names appear on the “El Salvador” main list, dated May 17, 1946, and are listed here again since El Salvador, according to notations on the cards, was usually considered 
as belonging to “Ortsgruppe” Guatemala. For this reason some of the El Salvador names also appear on the Guatemala main list, dated May 10, 1946. 
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Hon. Harley M. 


War Department, 

Civil Affairs Division, 
Washington 25, D. C., June 4, 1946. 

Kilgore, 

United States Senate. 


Dear Senator Kilgore: By letter of May 21, 1946, I transmitted 
to you information concerning the Nazi Party membership records 
obtained from Maj. William D. Browne. The Office of Military 
Government for Germany (United States) has been furnished a copy 
of Major Browne’s statement and has replied as follows: 

“The information given is substantially correct with the following 
modifications: 

1. Complete sets of records on every Nazi Party member as well as 
the refused and black-listed individuals are not available. It is esti- 
mated that partial information on most such persons will ultimately 
be available. 

2. Correspondence files and financial records of the NSDAP are 
not complete. 

3. Files pertaining to the French Armistice Commission were 
turned over to the French authorities by United States Third Army.” 

Sincerely yours, 


O. P. Echols, 

Major General, United States Army, 

Director, Civil Affairs Division. 
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